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OAT  PRODUQTIOII  I3J  SPECIFI&D  COTfiOTIBS  IH  19U9 


Meat  production  in  the  principal  livestock  countries  of  the  world  in 
I9U9,  exclusive  of  the  far  E&st,  is  estimated  at  a"bout  63*3  "billion  pounds  in 
a  preliminary  report  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,     This  is 
a  gain  of  about.  3*5  "billion  pounds  or  5  percent  ah  eve  the  production.  It 

also  places  the  19U5  output  slightly  above  the  193U-.3S  average.  The  19U9  meat 
production  is  one  cf  the  largest P  if  not  the  largest,  on  record. 

The  increase  in  neat  production  on  all  continents,  except  in  the  Kiddle 
East  and  South  America,   is  attributed  to  an  improved  grazing  and  feed  grain 
situation,  as.  well  as  to  the  larger  number  of  livestock  on  farms,     The  much 
improved  feed  situation  in  1°U8  and  19U9,   together  with  the  relatively,  high 
prices  for  meat,  encouraged  livestock  producers  to  market  animals  even  while 
"building  up  herds*     Increases,  on  the  various  continents  ranged. from  1  to  lU 
percent,  with  the  largest,  gains  being  .'.made  in  those  countries  where  production 
was  the  lowest  in  relation  to  the  prewar  output*    When  compared  with  prewar s 
meat  production  on  all  continents,  except  Europe  and  the 'Soviet  Union,  is 
6  to  s-5  percent  above  the  193U-3S  level. 

leEAT  l/:     Summary  of  world  production, 
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United  States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  Cuba.     VlTot  strictly  comparable  .with  pre- 
war, due  to  territorial  changes.     U/  Prewar  territory.    M  Estimates  included 
in  the  total. 6/'  Includes  Egypt,  Turkey,  Iraq  and  Iran*  JJ Total  includes  kl 
countries,  which  in  1938  produced  66,3  billion  pounds  of  meat  out  of  an  esti- 
mated total  70  billion  pounds  for  67  countries,  excluding  China. 
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Based  on  a  favorable  feed  position  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  the 
larger  number  of  livestock  on  farms  and  fairly  high  prices  for  meat,   the  oat- 
look  for  an  increase  in  1950  neat  production  appears  favorable.     If  weather 
conditions  become  unfavorable,  the  increase  is  likely  to  be  large  because  of 
forced  marketings,  but  should  weather  conditions  be  favorable,  more  normal 
marketings  and  a  smaller  increase  would  result.      The  largest  increase  again 
can  be  expected  to  occur  in  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union.     It  is  also  likely 
that  both  the  19^9  a^d  prewar  production  levels  will  be  exceeded  in  1950» 

Notwithstanding  relatively  heavy  postwar  slaughtering  of  cattle  in  the 
United  States  and  some  increase  in  breeding  stock  during  the  past  year,  the 
19U9  output  of  meat  was  slightly  larger  than  that  of  19^+8  and  exceeded  the 
1935~39  average  by  35  percent.    Plentiful  feed  supplies  and  a  favorable  rela- 
tionship between  feed  and  livestock  prices  have  encouraged  producers  to 
increase  hog  production  and  to  feed  cattle  to  heavier  weights.     In  Canada, 
meat  production  dropped  U  per  cent  below  a  year  earlier,  but  still  continues 
37  percent  above  the  1935~3'3  average.    Large  exports  of  live  cattle  to  the 
United  States  and  competition  from  other  farm  enterprises  have  reduced  herds 
and  curtailed  livestock  production.     Cuban  and  Mexican  production  declined 
in  19^9f  "bat  both  countries  are  considerably  above  their  prewar  levels. 

Greater  availability  of  feed  sup-olies  in  Europe  during  19^-S  and  19^-9 
enabled  farmers  to  increase  their  livestock  numbers.    Consequently,  European 
meat  production  in  19^-9  increased  about  13  percent  over  a  year  earlier. 
Current  estimates,  however,  are  only  about  80  percent  of  prewar.  Prance, 
Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  Poland  and  Italy  are  the  largest  producers 
of  meat  in  Europe,  but  all  of  these  countries  except  France  and  Italy  are 
considerably  below  the  193^~3 8  average.     In  Denmark,   the  Netherlands  and 
Ireland,   the  traditional  meat  exporters  of  Western  Europe,   the  19^-9  production 
was  increased  by  3^»29  and  3  percent,  respectively,  but  all  three  countries  are 
considerably  below  prewar. 

Only  limited  statistics  and  information  are  available  in  regard  to 
Eastern  Europe.     However,  livestock  numbers  generally  are  believed  to  ha^e 
increased  and  meat  production  has  very  likely  been  augmented.     In  relation 
to  prewar,   the  present  meat  output  is  believed  to  be  considerably  smaller. 

Larger  quantity  of  feedgrain  supplies  and  better  pasture  conditions 
in  the  Soviet  Union  have  enabled  producers  to  increase  livestock  numbers  and 
to  continue  the  upward  trend  in  meat  production.     The  yearTs  output  is 
believed  to  be  considerably  larger  than  that  of  19^8,  but  very  much  below 
the  production  of  the  prewar  period. 

Meat  production  in  the  Middle  East  is  believed  to  have  remained  rela- 
tively constant  with  no  significant  change.     In  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
meat  production  in  19^-9  increased  slightly,  and  continues  to  be  about 
U5  percent  above  the  193  k-J,  8  level 

Drought  conditions  in  the  latter  part  of  19U9,  particularly  in 
Argentina  and  Uruguay,  have  brought  about  some  liquidation  of  cattle  and 
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as  a  result  South  American  neat  production  in  19^+9  is  finest  at  the  high 
level  of  l^'To     Recent  rains  are  "believed  to  "be  sufficient  for  the  growth' 
of  grass  which  may  enable  cattle  numbers  to  be  maintained  without  further 
losses.     The  number  of  cettle  lost  "before  the  arrival  of  rains  can  he 
e- spec  ted  to  reflect  some  decrease  in  exports  in  the  next  year  cr  two. 
Production  in  Chile  and  Paraguay  fell  off,  while  Brazilian  and  Colombian 
output  evidenced  miner  gains  during  the  year.     No  significant  changes  are 
anticipated  in  1950  except  for  continuance  of  a  relatively  large  production 
in  Uruguay. 

Generally  improved  grs.zing  conditions  during  the  past  two  years 
reflect  the  upward  trend  in  Australian  meat  production  and  the  continuance 
of  a  high  level  of  production  in  New  Zealand.     Australian  and  New  Zealand 
meat  production  was  10b  and  99  percent,  respectively,   of  the  previous 
year's  output  and  both  countries  are  above  their  prewar  average* 

Meat  production  in  the  United  States  in  19U9  was  slightly  larger  than 
the  igtyg  output.     The  19U9  production  was  35  percent  above  "the  153-;~39 
average  and  about  13  percent  below  the  record  production  of  ljUU.  Apparently, 
the  more  abundant  and  lower  priced  feed,   together  with  relatively  high 
prices  of  meat,  enabled  livestock  producers  to  maintain  a  fairly  high  level 
of  production  as  well  as  to  increase  their  cattle  and  hog  numbers, 

In  19^9?   there  were  U  mil  lion  more  hogs  slaughtered  than  a  year 
earlier,  which  resulted  in  somewhat  less  than  a  2  percent  gain  in  pork' 
output.     Hogs  were  marketed  at  lower  average  weights  than  the  preceding 
year,  resulting  in  the  small  increase  in  production  in  relation  to  the  number 
slaughtered.     On  the  other  hand,   the  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  dropped 
400,000  head  from  the  preceding  year,  but  since  the  cattle  were  fed  to 
heavier  weights,  beef  production  increased  ^  percent,  while  mutton  and  lamb 
output  was  the  lowest  since  the  mid  20' s, 

Heat  Production- in  Canada  continued  to  decline  and  drooped  from 
2,02  s  C  O,  000  rounds  in  19US  to  1,9^0,000,000  pounds  in  19U9".     Beef  and 
veal  output  declined  about  U  percent  and  pork  fell  off  about  3  Percent  from 
a  year  earlier.     The  total  pro due tion, ■ however ,   is  still  37  percent  larger 
than  the  193 5-39 ' average . 

High  prices  for  meat  and  cattle  in  United  States  during  19U9  continued 
to  provide  an  attractive  market  ou tie t  -for . Canadian  meat  and  cattle.  In 
I9U9,   there  were  ^33,500  head  of  cattle  imported  to  the  United  States. from 
Canada.     This  is  about  23,000  Head  less-  than  the  number  imported  in  ijifg 
when  the  larger  number  of  feeder  and  slaughter  cattle  entered  U.  S.  after 
the  removal  of  the  Canadian  embargo  in  August  19^8.     A  large  number  of  the 
live  cattle  imported  from  Canada  in  19-J9  came  in  for  immediate  slaughter 
and  others  were  sold  to  fee'ders  and  breeders.     The  relatively  large  number 
of  live  cattle  exported  by  Canada  was    a  considerable  factor  in  reducing 
meat  production  in  that  country,  •.  ;•' 

The  trend  of  Mexican  meat  production  in  13^-9  apparently  vak;'  downward, 
but  is  still  considerably  above  the  193U-3S  average.     There -were  several 
factors  which  contributed  to  the  decline  in  the  19^9  output.  Among  the 
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more  important  ones  were  the  large  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  for  produc- 
tion of  serum  used  in  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  eradication  program,  the 
tapering  off  of  the  meat  canning  program  and  the  losses  from  drought, 
particularly  from  the  poor  condition  of  many  cattle  slaughtered. 

Meat  production  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  19^9  increased  about  18 
percent  to  continue  the  upward  trend,  "but  output  is  still  almost  3O  percent 
smaller  than  the  average  for  the  1936-38  period*  Perk  output  made  up  about 
two- thirds  of  the  19^-9  increase,  vhlle  beef  and  veal  and  mutton  and  lamb 
represented  about  22  and  12  percent,  respectively. 

Beef  and  veal  production  made  up  nearly  60  percent  of  the  meat  pro- 
duced in  the  United  Kingdom  in  19^9»  a  somewhat  higher  proportion  than 
prior  to  the  war.,  'The  19^9  output,  however,  is  now  85  percent  of  prewar, 
even  though  cattle  numbers  are  16  percent  above.    During  the  war  and  post- 
war periods,  the  emphasis  was  on  milk  rather  than  beef  production.    As  a 
result,  beef  production  lags  because  there  is  a  larger ' pr^p^rti in  of  cattle 
in  dairy  herds. 

Pork  output  represents  aVut  2b  percent  of  the  seat  "produced  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  considerably  less  proportionally  than  in  prewar.  Produc- 
tion in  19^9  was  only  52  percent  of  the  1 936-38  average.    Although  hog 
numbers  are  two-thirds  of  the  -prewar  le-el,  present  numbers  were  made  up 
very  largely  of  ynu.n^  animals  and  win  not  be  reflected  in  production  before 
1950.    Mutton  arid  lamb  continue  to  be  about  70  percent  of  the  1936-38  level. 

Ireland  (Eire),  one  of  the  principal  exporters  of  live  cattle  and 
meat  in  Europe,  increased  its  meat  production  by  about  3  percent  in  19^9» 
about  7  percent  below  the  average  output  for  the  1931j-~"3^  period.  Although 
livestock  numbers  increased,  only  pork  production  reflected  an  increase. 
Pork,  however,  made  up  kg  percent  of  the  19^-9  production,  beef  and  veal 
over  U0  percent,  larger  proportionately  than  prewar,  and  mutton  and  lamb 
about  10  percent.     E.C.A.  financial  assistance  in  the  purchase  of  feed 
supplies  hae    materially  helped  the  livestock  industry  and  augmented  the 
meat  output. 

Danish  meat  production  in  19^-9  increased  36  percent  over  a  year 
earlier,  but  is  still  about  20  percent  below  the  average  output  for  the 
1935~39  period.    Weather  was  ideal  for  crops  and  pastures  during  a  large 
part  of  the  year.    Livestock  numbersf  particularly  hogs,  increased  very 
rapidly.    E.C.A.  assistance  in  imports  of  feedstuff s  has  materially  contri- 
buted to  the  substantial  recovery  of  livestock  numbers.    This  very  favor- 
able situation  with  regard  to  the  livestock  industry  was  reflected  in  the 
substantial  increa.se  that  took  place  in  meat  output  in  19^9*    Beef  and 
veal  output  is  only  about  7^  percent  of  the  prewar  level,  pork  oroduc tier- 
about  80  percent  and  mutton  and  lamb  about  $0  percent. 

In  France,  meat  production  in  l9'-,-9  is  estimated  to  be.  somewhat  larger 
than  a  year  earlier.     This  increase  can  be  attributed  to  s^e  liquidation 
of  livestock  in  anticipation  of  an  unfavorable  feed  situation,  due  to  the 
drought  in  the  summer  of  19^9.     Ho^e^er,  "the  degree  of  liquidation  was  not 
nearly  as  drastic  as  expected  since  the  feed  situation  improved  in  the  fall. 


-  5  - 


The  October  cattle  numbers  were  smaller . than  those  of  the  preceding  fall, 
which  indicates  that  sor.e  liquidation  occurred.  Beef  and  veal  production 
increased  more  than  pork  and  also  made  up  more  than  one-half  of  the  total 
output* 

Meat  production  in  Belgium  increased  around  20  percent  in  19^9  and-  is 
now  somewhere  around  8!  percent  below  the  igjlt—Tg  average,    Pork  a.nd  beef 
and  veal  output  .are  IS  and  11  percent,  respectively  below  prewar  levels* 
Declining  prices  of  meat,  larger  number  of.  hogs  and  a  relatively  constant 
number  of  cattle  were  the  principal  factors  contributing  to  the  larger  19-9 
production. 

j^e  the i  land1  s.  meat,  production,  in  19^9         nearly  70  percent  larger  than 
in  1Q4S.  but.  -'0  percent*  bei-cw  .  til*?  prewar  level,     More  cot  tie  and  hogs  were 
slaughtered  and  fed  to  heavier  weights  in  19U9  than  l$k&o 

Although  meat  production  in  Geiyjanpr  increased  substantially  in  19^9? 
the  total  output  continues  to  be  only  60  percent  of  the  prewar  level.  Beef 
and  veal  and  pork  were  6~  and  52  percent,   respectively,   of  their  19.35*~3^ 
average  levels.     The  change  in  government  policy  from  production,  of  cereals 
f.^r  direct  consume  bion  to.  greater  livestock  production  was  the  principal 
impetus  to  the  larger  3  9^9  meat  product! en*     Eovever,   the  hog  fattening 
program  and  heavy  cattle  slaughter,   together  with  greater  availability  of 
feed?  enabled  farmers  to  feed  to  heav_or  weignts,   resulting  in  larger  output* 

Although  meat  production  in  I taly  increased  considerably  over  that  of 
19^S,  •  the  currently  estimated  output  is  somewhat  below  the  193^~3-  average* 
I-ork  is  believed,  to  represent  almost  half  of  the  meat  produced,  which  is 
now  either  at  prewar  level  or  possibly  above*     Mutton  and  lamb  is  also 
b e 1 i e ve d  to  be  about  or  a t  t he  1 93 h- 3 3  1 e ve 1 »     Be e  f  and  ve al  aooe ar s  1 0  b e 
the  only  type  of  meat  that  continues  to  be  produced  in  smaller  quantities 
than  prewar* '  Slaughter  weights  seems  to  have  been  maintained  despite  a 
relatively-  poor  forage  crop  in  19%^     Some  of  this  increase  in  production  con 
be  attributed  to  the  decline  in  prices.,    livestock  numbers  (cattle,  hogs  ' 
and  sheep,'  now  evceed  prewar  levels* 

In  Greece,  meat  output  is  approaching  prewar..    Beef  and  veal  exceeds 
the  1936-38  levels     While  pork  is  almost  at -prewar,  mutton  and  lamb -is 
only  about  two-thirds  of  the  19"Sb-"4£  average*     Switzerland  increased  its  • 
meat  production  around  2.0  percent  in  19-9  5   but  is  still  10  percent  below 
the  1.93^-32  out-out,     A  more  favorable  feed  situation  in  19^-9  enabled  farmers 
to  eroand  meat  -production  and  even  to  rebuild  herds* 

Meat  production  in  the  2a s  tern  European  countries  can  not  be  properly 
evaluated  because  statistical  data  and  other  information  are  lacking, 
However,  it  is  believed  that  their  19^9  output  increased  considerably  over 
19USS   out  current  estimates  are  likely  to  be  considerably  below  their 
respective  prewar  levels*     Favorable  growing  conditions  are  reported  to 
have  contributed  to  an  increase  in  livestock  numbers* :    Such  increase • is 
likely  to  be  reflected  in  a  larger  meat  ••  output* 

Favorable  pasture  conditions  and  relatively  good  feed  grain  crops 
in  the  Soviet  Union  during  19^9  have  brought  about    an  increase  in  livestock 
numbers*    As  a  result,  meat  production  in  19*4-9  is  believed  to  be  considerably 
larger  than  that  02  but  substantially  bel^w  the  1933  level. 
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The  19^9  ^eat  production  in  Argentina  dropped  off  slightly  in  comparison 
with  the  19^8  output*,   Large  marketings  of  unfinished  cattle  due  to  the 
drought  in  November 'and  December  "brought  the  19^-9  meat  production  to  a 
relatively  high  level..    Slaughterings  in  19^9  were  comparable  to  I9H8,  hut 
the  meat. yield  was  less.    Penalties  were  imposed  on  cattle  weighing  in 
excess  of  53^  kilos  (about  ll6S  pounds)  and  contributed  somewhat  to  marketing 
cattle  at  lighter  weights.     Beef  and  veal  production  in  19^9  was  slightly 
smaller  than  in  19UB.    At  the  same  time,   the  pork  output  was  larger  than 
the  preceding  year,  while  mutton  and  lamb  in  19^9  declined  more  than  beef 
and  veal. 

Brazilian  meat  production  continued  at  about  the  same  level  as  in 
19^8  and  about  25  percent  above  the  193^*"3^  average.    All  three  categories 
of  meat  showed  minor  gains.     Favorable  feed  conditions  also  enabled  cattle 
producers  to  slightly  increase  their  numbers. 

In  19^9 1  roe  at  production  in  Uruguay  increased  by  35  percent  over  the 
preceding  year.     Current  estimates  are  about  h  percent  above  the  prewar 
output.     Colombian  meat  production  is  slightly  above  19US  and  over  kO  per- 
cent larger  than  prewar.  Chilean  production,  on  the  other  hand,     fell  off 
during  the  year  but  continues  to  be  almost  10  percent  above  the  193^*3^ 
level, 

Australia  increased  its  meat  production  in  19^+9  by  approximately 
6  percent  over  that  of  19^8  according  to  the  estimates.     These  estimates 
also  exceed  the  1936-38  output  by  around  3  percent.    Mutton  and  lamb, 
however,  showed  the  largest  gain  of  around  20  percent  and  beef  and  veal 
almost  2  percent,  while  pork  declined  by  nearly  5  percent..  A  larger  number 
of  sheep  and  cattle,  coupled  with  attractive  prices  for  meat  and  wool  and 
better  than  average  pasture  conditions  in  19^-9 1  were  the  principal  factors 
in  increasing  meat  production  over  that  of  the  preceding  year.    There  are 
other  factors,  such  as  the  long  term  bulk  purchasing  agreement  with" the 
United  Kingdom,  British  assistance  in  development  of  transportation  facil- 
ities, development  of  the  livestock  industry  in  the  Northern  territory, 
and  increasing  population,  which  can  be  expected  to  increase  meat  produc- 
tion over  a  long  period. 

Although  meat  production  in  New  Zealand  continues  to  exceed  prewar  by 
13  percent,  the  19*49  output  dropped  slightly  below  the  19Hg  level.  Pro- 
duction of  beef  and  veal  declined  by  about  9  percent  from  a  year  earlier 
to  more  than  off-set  the  accumulated  increase  in  pork  and  mutton  and  lamb. 
Some  depletion  of  herds  and  flocks  in  the  years  of  feed  scarcity  a  few 
years  ago  is  Relieved  to  have  led  to  some  holding  back  of  livestock. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.     For  this  report,   the  Committee 
was  composed  of  Joseph  A..  Becker,  Chairman,  Elmer  A.  Reese,  and  Lois  B. . Bacon. 
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